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Beacon Street restaurant stands the test of time

New London
business has

strong appeal
By AMANDA CROWLEY
PosT-CRESCENT WEST

NEW LONDON — The
restaurant industry has a rep-
utation for relative instability,
but some places have stood the
test of time.

Beacon Street, now in its
third incarnation after more
than 30 years, is one of those
places.

So what’s the trick to the
restaurant’s longevity?

“The mustard,” said owner
Mary Lou Nelson, smiling.

“We're famous for our mustard |

sauce.”

The mustard — and a lot of
hard work and experience.

Nelson started working part-
time at the restaurant on the
corner of Beacon Avenue and
Mill Street in the 1970s, when
it was a fast-food restaurant
called Super Burger. Later, she
became a manager, and when
Super Burger became Beacon
Street Deli in 1981, she was on
hand.

Four years later, Nelson
bought Beacon Street Deli, and
when they took out the deli
counter to make room for more
tables, the restaurant took on
its current name.

Running Beacon Street has
been something of a family af-

sports bar and restaurant
north of New London.

“My husband was a carpen-
ter, and that was his last build-
ing project,” she said.

Since then, Nelson has often
found herself working double
shifts between the two restau-
rants, but her priorities are
clear.

“I will hostess or waitress
there (at Half Nelson's) if they
need me, but this is my main

“Ilove peeple,
and it’s so nice
to see familiar

West photo by Dave Pieper

Mﬂmmdmwmnmw Iml:unmhhonpﬂahyhm
since

lot for one couple to handle, but
Nelson loves it.

professional IT career

A CLOSER LOOK

“I can’t think of a better ca-
reer,” she said.

Still, Beacon Street isn't im-
mune to the troubles that
plague the restaurant industry.

“Everybody has felt the econ-
omy problems,” said Nelson.
Layoffs and closings in the
area have slowed business, but
Nelson isn't worried.

“We're known for good food,
and people come back.”

Amanda Crowley can be reached at
pebusiness@postcrescent com
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started working here before
(my mom) bought it,” said Nel-
son’s daughter Tammy Yonke. « Divorce
“Now when (the regulars) see « Paterity
my kids, they say, “They look Probate
just like you did.” ¢

Most. of Beacon Street's cus-
tomers are regulars,
to Nelson. “We have groups
that have been coming in for
years. They come in, sit down
and say ‘yeah,’ and I go ‘yeah’
and I put their order in.” y

Some customers come in so-
regularly that Nelson places
their orders before they arrive.
That's the way she likes it. “I
love people, and it's so nice to

Living
« Child Support
« Criminal Law

For Your Local Legal Needs,
Please Contact

Keith A. Steckbauer

Jfamily lawyer ‘\

920-779-4140 it
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SMALL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mom-daughter design firm puts focus on small businesses

Y AMANDA CROWLEY
FOX VALLEY INC.
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By AMANDA CROWLEY
For THE NEWs-RECORD

Before that walk down the
aisle, brides have to choose
who they want to lead them

aisle. From the num-
ber of attendants to the color of
the dresses, decisions about the
bridal party can seem endless.

Beth PerryWattleworth,

wedding coordinator and owner
of Tailored Occasions in Den-
mark, offered tips to make
choices easier.

How urgent is it to put your
bridal party together? It's im-
pnmnt to choose attendants

“ag soon as possible,” she said,
as many people have tight
schedules. “You want to give
people plenty of time to make

ments.”

Appleton resident Joanna
Stoltz, 21, will be a bridesmaid
in her friend Kristen Fischer's
wedding in Appleton next sum-
mer. The bridesmaids were
chosen last month, approxi-
mately 14 months before the
wedding. It may sound early,
but, as Stoltz pointed out,
“we're in school, we live in dif-
ferent cities, and to do dress
fittings and make decisions we
had to get together early.”

In order to start making
those decisions, the bride has
to decide whom she wants to
ask. For brides with large fam-
ilies and lots of friends, choos-
ing among the women in their
life can be one of the most
tasks.

Many brides worry about of-
fending friends or relatives,
and so may feel pressured to
have a large number of atten-
dants — or none at all.

“The good thing is that there
are a lot of roles for people to
play during the day,” Perry-
Wattleworth said. If there are
other people the bride would
like to honor, they can partici-
pate in the wedding as readers,
musicians or acolytes, among
other things. In many cases,
especially for people with
young children or special tal-
ents, those roles can be prefer-
able.

On the other hand, for small-
eor weddings, it can be accept-
able for bridesmaids to have

roles.

“It's within the realm of eti-
quette for bridesmaids to do
readings, or if your sister is a
concert pianist and you'd like
her to play, but it depends on
how much else they are respon-

sible for. If she doesn't have too
much else to do, there’s noth-
ing wrong with asking her to
do doubleduty.”

After all, they'll also have
roles to play before the big day.
Stoltz has been busy helping to
plan Fischer's wedding. “I love
all the planning and the little
decisions,” she said.

How should you choose the
bridesmaid dresses? Stoltz also
enjoyed helping to choose the
dress she and her fellow

bridesmaids will wear on the i

big day.
“Kristen and I went to
David's Bridal and I tried on

News Racod photo by Kirk Wogner
pattern: of the popular frends at
Wﬂowm&w%wmm

something like 10 dresses. We
narrowed it down to four, and
then the other two bridesmaids
came in and we all tried them
on and made the final deci-
sion.”

According to PerryWattle-
worth, “for a less formal event,
looking for dresses online is a
good option, as you may have
more choices as far as colors,
styles, sizes and price range.
Chldwick has a mwd selec-

you
have something specific in
mind, a bridal salon can help
you find what you're looking

N COR
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Bride needs to work closely with her bridesmaids

for quickly.”

As far as style, though, al-
most anything goes.
“As fun as ballgowns are,
they're not for everyone,” Per-
ryWattleworth said, noting

stores stock a wide range

of styles and cuts. Worried
about walking the aisle
in a bright orange gown? Well,
according to PerryWattleworth,
“it’s really up to the couple to
decide on colors and a theme.”

There are dresses to suit ev-

eryone.

“For fullerfigured friends
and relatives, there are many
retailers that offer a wide
range of sizes, so that doesn't
need to be a factor,” PerryWat-
tleworth said.

When choosing clothes and
accessories, the couple should
consider their means and
needs, she said. “Back in the
day, when you look at etiquette
from 20 years ago, the bride’s
family paid for lodging and
some attire, as the bridal par-
ties tended to be younger and
lack income. Now, more mem-

bers of the bridal party will
have jobs, and many of the par-
ents are still hard at work, so it
is important for the bridal cou-
ple to take into consideration
the means of the people they
choose.”

Does being a bridesmaid
have to cost so much? Being a
bridesmaid can get expensive ?
from the dress and accessories
to lodging and travel arrange-
ments — but there are many
ways to make the costs man-
ageable.

With so many choices to
make and details to iron out,
being in a wedding can get
stressful. Still, as PerryWattle-
worth pointed out, “The most
important thing to remember
is that the bride, groom and of-
ficiant are there and the pa-
pers get signed — everything
else is just bonus. It is all
about two people coming to-
gether.” Stoltz agreed: “I'm just
80 excited to be a part of it and
stand beside my best friend at
her wedding.

Amanda Crowley. pcfeaturesépostcrescent com
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